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ICE BREAKER



True or False?

◦ The average student should have 

6,000 spoken vocabulary words at 
the start of first grade.

◦ TRUE

◦ The average student begins first 
grade with approximately 6,000 

words of spoken language (Chall, 
1983). Students will continue to learn 
roughly 3,000 more words each year 

(Beck, McKeown, Kucan, 2013).



True or False?

◦ Teaching your child vocabulary 

terms can improve their subject 
area tests by 33 points.

◦ TRUE

◦ Research indicates that student 
achievement will increase by 33 

percentile points when vocabulary 
instruction focuses on specific words 
that are important to what they are 

learning.

◦ Resource: https://www.learninga-z.com/site/resources/breakroom-
blog/why-vocabulary-matters



True or False?

◦ Students need to 
have a vocabulary of 
approximately 60,000 
words by the time 
they graduate high 
school.

◦ False



The U.S. Literacy Crisis
◦ 25 million children in the U.S. cannot read 

proficiently.

◦ 61% of U.S. children living at or below the poverty 
line have no books at home.

◦ 1 in 3 children entering kindergarten lack the 
basic skills they need to learn how to read.

◦ 67% of 4th graders in the U.S. read below grade 
level, setting them up for difficulty in school and 
beyond.

o 61% of Florida 4th graders do not read at a proficient 
level.

◦ Resource: https://www.rif.org/why-reading-matters



The U.S. Literacy Crisis

◦ COVID-19 erased more than 30 years of 

progress in children’s reading achievement.

◦ 63% of high school students graduate 

without reading at a proficient level.

◦ Students not reading proficiently by 4th 
grade are 4 times more likely to drop out, 

contributing to 8,000 students dropping out 
of high school every day.



HOW CAN WE MAKE SURE 
OUR CHILDREN BEAT THESE 

STATISTICS?



Bring the joy 
back into 
learning!

Research indicates joy to 
be an equally important 
thread that alone does 
not drive reading 
proficiency—but when 
combined with word 
recognition and 
language 
comprehension, supports 
measurable reading 
outcomes for children.



Read at 
home with 

your 
children!

Recent investigations have revealed that 
reading motivation begins to erode as early 
as second grade. Therefore, it can be 
suggested that motivation must be carefully 
considered during early literacy instruction.

Motivation to read tends to differ by 
gender—with girls motivated more positively 
to read than boys. It also differs by ethnicity, 
in more complex ways.

Not only are young people who have books 
of their own more likely to read more 
frequently than their peers who don’t have 
their own books, but they are also more 
likely to read for longer stretches of time.



HOW TO HELP YOUR CHILD 
CHOOSE THE RIGHT BOOK



Five Finger Rule

◦ Choose a book that you 
think you will enjoy

◦ Read the second page (or 

any random page)

◦ Hold up a finger for each 

word you're not sure of, or 
do not know

◦ If you did not know five or 

more words, you should 
choose an easier book



The Goldilocks Method



A book is too easy 
when your child...
◦ Knows all the words

◦ Makes zero mistakes while they're reading

◦ Has read the book a lot of times

◦ Has memorized the book



A book is too 
hard when your child...

◦ Does not know a lot of the words

◦ Can't figure out the words they don't know

◦ Is not familiar with the topics

◦ The themes or ideas don't make sense



A book is just right when 
your child...

◦ Knows most of the words

◦ Can figure out the words they don't know

◦ Is familiar with the topics and themes

◦ Is interested in what they are reading

◦ Can understand what they are reading



When your child is struggling with 
a word, instead of correcting 
them, ask the following...

◦ Can you sound it out?

◦ What is the first and last sound?

◦ What word would make sense?

◦ Does it have a pattern that you've seen in other 

words?

◦ How does the word begin?

◦ You said ____ Does that make sense?



Resources for parents to support early reading strategies 

in the home

HOW CAN YOU HELP 
YOUR LEARNER AT 

HOME?









Word Sliders at Home



Sight Words Practice







Best IPad apps for K-2

• Beginning Reading Skills

o Reading Raven 1 and 2

o Howie Hungry Monster

o Starfall

o BOB books

◦ Letter Sounds

o Rocket speller

o Skyfish

o Gappy Learns Reading

o Montessori Crosswords

• High Frequency Words

o Eggy 250 HD

o Eggy phonics 1, 2, 3

• Letter Recognition

o Little Finder ABC

o Eggy Alphabet

o Little Matchups

• English Language Learners 

(English Vocabulary)

o Ben and Bella Zoo

o Eggy Word Snap

o Fun English
o Penyo Pal



Best IPad apps for K-2Math Skills

•Eggy Add to 20

•Bugs and Buttons 1 & 2

•Bugs and Bubbles

•Monkey Math School Sunshine

•Bugs and Numbers

•Counting Caterpillar

•Gazzili Shapes

•Gazzili Math

•Eggy Numbers 1-10

•Eggy Numbers 1 to 100

•Arithmaroo

Science

•Gazzili Science

•Overall Skills

• Teach me Kindergarten



Online tools 
for 

personalized 
learning at 

home

https://www.duolingo.com/ - One of the most popular 

language-learning online tools.

https://www.usalearns.org/ - A free resource for learning 

English. Also provides resources for U.S. citizenship, job 

skills, vocabulary, language skills and more.

Newsela.com - Provides several different reading levels of 

the same articles, with some online interactives.

Google translate app - You can take a picture of a full 

document and the app will instantly translate the entire 

document for you!

https://www.tlsbooks.com/ - Practice resources in all 

subject areas PK-6 GREAT RESOURCE FOR SUMMER 

PRACTICE!

https://www.duolingo.com/
https://www.usalearns.org/
https://www.tlsbooks.com/


Reading Resources for Parents

https://www.rif.org/literacy-central/parents - book suggestions, reading resources, 
activity sheets, puzzles, parent tips, ways to encourage your children to read.

https://skybrary.org/skybrary - Interactive digital library subscription service.

https://www.rif.org/why-reading-matters - Learn more about what the research 
says, and how to encourage your child to read at home.

https://ufli.education.ufl.edu/resources/parent/ - AMAZING parent resource. All of 
your literacy needs PK-12

https://research.dwi.ufl.edu/op.n/file/pd7py49630t41lba/ - Literacy games 
backed by research

https://www.rif.org/literacy-central/parents
https://skybrary.org/skybrary
https://www.rif.org/why-reading-matters
https://ufli.education.ufl.edu/resources/parent/
https://research.dwi.ufl.edu/op.n/file/pd7py49630t41lba/


Websites Specifically for ESOL Families
◦ Activities for ESL/EFL Students (English Study) (a4esl.org) - grammar and vocabulary quizzes

◦ Advanced English Lessons (englishpage.com) - Grammar and vocabulary tutorials

◦ ESL Gold - Free resources to help you learn English as a second language - Listening, reading and 

writing

◦ Florida Literacy Coalition - Adult and family literacy resource center

◦ Idiom Connection - English Idioms - Phrasal Verbs - Free Idiom Lessons - English Idioms

◦ https://www.manythings.org/ - pronunciations, listen and read along

◦ https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/ - Grammar, mechanics, and writing resources

◦ https://readthewords.com/ - podcasts and text-to-speech

◦ https://pumarosa.com/ - Civics and U.S. History (in Spanish)

http://a4esl.org/
https://www.englishpage.com/
https://eslgold.com/
https://floridaliteracy.org/
https://www.idiomconnection.com/
https://www.manythings.org/
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/
https://readthewords.com/
https://pumarosa.com/


THE RESEARCH 
IS IN...

Learning STARTS at home
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